Annual Undergraduate Course Outline Update Guide
2026–2027 Academic Year

Overview
The policy on Course Outlines (effective September 1, 2026) includes information about what needs to be included in an undergraduate and graduate course outline. This guide serves to outline key dates for the upcoming academic year and highlight new policies and procedures or changes to existing policies and procedures that need to be included or considered when preparing course outlines. 
Key Academic Dates
Refer to the Academic Calendar Sessional Dates for the upcoming academic year.
	Date
	Description

	September 9, 2026
	Fall/Winter Term classes begin

	September 17, 2026
	Last day to add or drop a Fall/Winter 24-week course or a Fall 12-week course. Courses dropped by this date will not appear on a transcript; no fee penalty. Courses dropped after this date will appear on a transcript with a grade of ‘WDN’ (withdrawn, without academic penalty).

	September 30, 2026
	National Day for Truth and Reconciliation (non-instructional day)

	October 10–12, 2026
	Thanksgiving Weekend

	October 10–18, 2026
	Fall Reading Week

	November 30, 2026
	Last day to withdraw from a Fall 12-week course resulting in a grade of ‘WDN’ (withdrawn, without academic penalty). Course withdrawals after this date will appear on a transcript with a grade of ‘F.’

	December 9, 2026
	Fall/Winter Term classes end

	December 10, 2026
	Study Day

	December 11–22, 2026
	Mid-year examination period

	January 4, 2027
	Classes resume

	January 12, 2027
	Last day to add or drop a Winter 12-week course. Courses dropped by this date will not appear on a transcript. Courses dropped after this date will appear on a transcript with a grade of ‘WDN’ (withdrawn, without academic penalty).

	February 13–21, 2027
	Winter Reading Week

	February 15, 2027
	Family Day

	March 26, 2027
	Good Friday

	March 28, 2027
	Easter Sunday

	April 9, 2027
	Fall/Winter classes end

	April 10–11, 2027
	Study Days

	April 12–30, 2027
	Final examination period



Changes to Existing Policies and Procedures (as of September 1, 2026)
Below are links to policies and procedures with updates that will come into effect on September 1, 2026. These links are the permanent links to the policy that is currently effective. The permanent link will take students to the updated version of the policy/procedure when it takes effect on September 1 (if you use the permanent link, you will not need to replace it later).
Requests for Relief from Academic Decisions 
· Undergraduate Procedures 
Scholastic Offences 
· Undergraduate Procedures
Senate Review Board Appeals 
· Procedures

If you would like to review the updated policies and procedures in advance of September 1, 2026, please visit the University Secretariat website.  Links to the updated policies and procedures are also provided below in the section Key Academic Policies and Procedures. 


Course Outlines Policy
Below is a link to a change in policy that will come into effect on September 1, 2026. As per the Course Outlines policy, a description and the approximate costs for all required and recommended course learning materials for the course, including textbooks, supplemental information, notes, manuals, laboratory or safety materials, and any specific electronic devices, must be clearly indicated in the course outline for all undergraduate and graduate courses. 
Course Outlines 
Please list the approximate costs of all required and recommended course materials in the course outline. Below is templated language that you may consider using.

Textbook and Other Learning Materials
· Required / recommended textbook: [author, title, edition, publisher, date]. The textbook costs [insert amount]. Alternatively, the instructor may include the weblink of the textbook’s publisher site that contains the cost information.
· Students need to purchase this edition. Second-hand or older editions will not be sufficient.
 or
· Students are welcome to purchase second-hand or earlier editions of this textbook.
· This course has an optional field trip that costs [insert amount].
 or
· This course has a required field component that costs [insert amount]
· [bookmark: _GoBack]This course as no required/recommended educational materials to purchase.



Key Academic Policies and Procedures
[bookmark: Bookmark1]Links to all policy updates taking effect September 1, 2026
	Name of Policy/Procedure
	Links

	Structure of the Academic Year
	Policy

	Letter of Permission
	Policy

	Course Outlines
	Policy

	Course Numbering Policy, Essay Courses, and Hours of Instruction
	Policy 

	Definitions of Types of Examinations
	Policy 

	Requests for Relief from Academic Decisions (Undergraduate)
	Policy • Procedures

	Scholastic Offences (Undergraduate)
	Policy 

	Senate Review Board Academic Appeals
	Policy • Procedures



Permanent links to all policies (version that is currently in effect)
	Name of Policy/Procedure
	Links

	Mandatory Training for Undergraduate Students
	Policy

	Marks/Grades; Definitions of Grades; Grading Scale for Undergraduate Students
	Policy 

	Structure of the Academic Year
	Policy

	Letter of Permission
	Policy

	Course Outlines
	Policy

	Course Numbering Policy, Essay Courses, and Hours of Instruction
	Policy 

	Undergraduate Course Credit
	Policy • Procedures

	Definitions of Types of Examinations
	Policy 

	Evaluation of Academic Performance
	Policy

	Examination Conflicts
	Policy 

	Academic Accommodation for Students with Disabilities
	Policy

	Accommodation for Religious Holidays
	Policy

	Policy on Academic Consideration – Undergraduate Students in First Entry Programs
	Policy • Procedures
• Student Medical Certificate

	Requests for Relief from Academic Decisions (Undergraduate)
	Policy • Procedures

	Scholastic Offences (Undergraduate)
	Policy • Procedures

	Senate Review Board Academic Appeals
	Policy • Procedures



